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[ Born a boy. o Tobut walk haoughthe door |
The circle of e A BAmpRRINE
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girl. Dealing with
gender confusion
can be a long and
distressing process.

life starts in
the laundry
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I need help, It's something I realised
about a year ago, somewhere berween
the birth ‘of baby number three and the
prolonged (well, it was only 39 weeks, but
it felt like I was tating a baby elephant)
pregnancy of child number four.

Well there you go — | mean, | was
asking for trouble with all those babies
underfoot, wasn’t [? Suddenly, making a
busy job, the needs of three children, the

By ELISSAR MUKHTAR

eter has a dream,
Atfirst he's scared,
because he doesn't
know what's going to
happen to him. Then
there are storms; hy
Wwaves come and envelop him. He
wonders how they got there, but
then, somehow, without him
eeling any pain, the waves take
his penis away. It vanishes,
Peter s six. At his age, boys
are saying “I hate §’Hs" and girls

are saying “I hate " But what
happens when a child not only likes
the opposite sex, but wants to be
the opposite sex?

Peter disturbs our definitions
ofgender. Although he has male
genitals, he identifies as female,

In clinical terms, this is known as

toilet cleaning days were over — I hired
a cleaner and then increased my
workload to pay for her.

This year, with baby Oliver now part of

the family, life has got even busier, and gender dysphoria, where the child
even without all thar dusting and stuff, [ experiences discomfort because he
still can’t seem to cope. Yippee, my feejsmsanammy does not match

his gender identity,
There is a game Peter likes you
Di

nappy changes were decreased — I hired
a nanny and increased my workload to

Ppay for her. to play called the “Princess Di
I often wonder what would happen if I Fashion Game”. He has a collection
i Stopped work. I'd probably be much of Princess Diana in various outfits,

richer than I am now, but I'd have to and you have to guess which is the |

wash my own dishes, make playdough favorite one. |
/| andgoto Playgroup every week, and the He also likes Marilyn Monroe |
|| thought is o terrifying that I keep and Dolly Parton, women with {
![ heading for my home office — here for large breasts and exotic clothes. |
{ encies and breastfeeding, but with He pretends he is a catwalk model \

and in a high-pitched voice
when he wants to. He won't play

i emeT
such lovely clean hands!
It took me a while to get used to the

/| whole Lady of the Manor bit, but now I with boys. He says he’s got the
think it's just the best! I can do things for wron, bodi He gets laughed at,
! the kids when I'm feeling maternal and (emegand ullied. Peter is seeing
generous; like wandering out of my office apsychiatrist.
unexpectedly and announcing “Hey, In the US and Britain,
who wants to go and get ice cream?”* Peter’s condition rates its own
definition in the official man

For once, I get to e the good guy
occasionally. BE: more often than not,
I'm shoutin, distractedly “Yes, I'll be
thgre to help with your maths in a

i ual
of mental diseases. Itis classified as
Gender Identity Disorder (GID) of
childhood, where children display
behavior

minute”, or ridiculously trying to coax an array of sex-typed
Coaitn eder . “Daccys drink the drink . |- signallingasnonbicko o
uisa has made you, it won't taste any with the oppasite sex.
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